
 

New  Board Mem ber 
 By Pat ty Mot t ,  Board Mem ber  

John McEwen, AMRPE board m em ber and 

Treasurer is leaving our Board.  John has 

worked t irelessly since 2006 to bring 

AMRPE where we are today.  A big THANK 

YOU  t o John for his hard work and 

dedicat ion to AMRPE.  Jam es Driggers will 

take over John’s financial dut ies as our 

new Treasurer.  Filling John’s spot  as a 

board m em ber is Connie Welsh.   

Connie m anaged the State Em ployee 

Health Plan for a decade as the 

Adm inist rator of Health Care and Benefit s 

Division.  Most  recent ly,  Connie m anaged 

the Montana University System  ‘s 

em ploym ent  benefit  and pension plans.   

W ELCOME Connie! 
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Associat ion of Montana  

Ret ired Public Employees 

 

To enhance and protect   

pensions and other benefit s 

for ret ired Montana Public 

Em ployees. 

 

 

 

January 2 0 1 8   

 

 

 

OVER 2,500  MEMBERS STRONG!  

Good new s,  there is no current  

need to raise dues or ask for 

donat ions.  Our finances are on solid 

foot ing thanks to the growth in our 

m em bership and m inimal expenses.   

Our lobbying costs are down because 

the spot light  on public pension plans 

in the 2015 and 2017 legislat ive 

sessions was not  as intense as 

previous sessions i.e.  there were 

fewer and less cont roversial bills to 

follow.  We are in good shape to m eet  

future lobbying and legal challenges.  

Our financial reports are available on 

our website at  am rpe.org. 



 

 

2018 He a lth Be ne fit c ha ng e  

from the  de sk of… .. 

Amy Je nks, Bure a u Chie f,  

De p a rtme nt o f Ad ministra tio n, 

He a lth Ca re  & Be ne fits Divisio n (HCBD) 

 

Prior to January 1, 2018, when a 

ret iree passed away, his/ her 

dependent ’s State of Montana 

Benefit  Plan (State Plan)  coverage 

term inated at  m idnight  on the date 

of the ret iree’s death. 

Effect ive January 1 , 2 0 1 8 ,  the 

State Plan has changed its 

term inat ion process slight ly, covered 

survivors of deceased ret irees will 

cont inue to be covered by the State 

Plan, but  will now be covered unt il 

m idnight  of the last  day of the 

month in which the ret iree passes 

away. 

After State Plan coverage ends, 

covered surviv ing dependents are 

eligible for 36 months of COBRA 

“Surviving  de pe nde nts who a re  

Me dic a re - e lig ible  a re  e nc oura g e d to  

re vie w the ir insura nc e  options with a n 

insura nc e  profe ssiona l tra ine d in 

Me dic a re  supple me nt a nd Me dic a re  

a dva nta g e  pla ns.” 

coverage under the State Plan start ing at  

12: 01 a.m . the date after State Plan ret iree 

coverage term inates.  I f the survivor(s)  is 

not  Medicare eligible they are also eligible 

for the State Plan survivor benefit  unt il they 

become Medicare eligible start ing at  12: 01 

a.m . the date after the State Plan ret iree 

coverage term inates. 

Quest ions regarding State Plan coverage 

should be directed to HCBD at  (800)  287-

8266, (406)  444-7462, TTY (406)  444-1421, 

or benefitsquest ions@mt.gov. 

Surviv ing dependents who are Medicare 

eligible are encouraged to review their  

insurance opt ions with an insurance 

professional t rained in Medicare supplement  

and Medicare advantage plans.  Montana 

State Health I nsurance Assistance Program 

(SHI P)  is a free health-benefits counseling 

and advocacy service for Medicare 

beneficiar ies and their fam ilies or caregivers.  

SHI P can be reached at  (800)  551-3191.  

 

 

2 0 1 8  Mem bership Drive 
By Pat ty Mot t , Mem bership Chairm an 

AMRPE’s 2018 NEW Membership Dr ive 

was a success with the addit ion of 139 

recent ly ret ired public employees.   

This year AMRPE offered a one-year 

free t r ial membership. Many of the new 

members also purchased subsequent  

one, two, three year or lifet ime 

memberships.  Welcome new members 

and thank you for your support !  

I t  is im portant  that  we cont inue to 

grow our organizat ion. I f you know 

someone who is ret ired, please 

encourage them to join. AMRPE is a 

st rong voice to protect  pensions and 

other benefits that  we have earned, 

and on which many of us rely. 

 

Consider sharing your AMRPE 

new slet ter  w ith your public 

em ployee ret irem ent  fr iends. 

 

Address Change?  

Let  us know . 

AMRPE  

PO Box 603, Helena, MT 59624 

406-442-4934 (Cont ractor)  

Email:   inquiry@amrpe.org 

 

w w w .am rpe.org  
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